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PUBLIC EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN THE COMMUNITY IN 1978 
Public expenditure on education and training in the Community of Nine amounted to 
83,8 billion ECU in 1978, equivalent to 405 ECU per head of the population aged bet-
ween 5 and 64 years. This covered education and training financed by central and local 
governments, whether carried out in public or in private institutions. It represented 
5,4% of the gross domestic product of the Community. 
Teaching and administration, including capital expenditure on the provision of 
buildings and equipment, absorbed 90% of the public expenditure. Another 5% took the 
form of transfers to households by way of scholarships, loans and other forms of direct 
assistance, whilst the remaining 5% was spent on complementary social services, such 
as school transport, medical services, meals and accomodation. 
Substantially full-time education, often beginning before the compulsory age and 
continuing to an age varying, according to country and the individual students, bet-
ween 14 and 25 years or more, is referred to as the ordinary School and University 
System. (It includes higher level institutions that are not universities). Pupils and 
students within this system accounted for 94% of the expenditure; the remaining 6% go-
ing on persons who had left the system and were following part-time or generally short-
duration courses, in many cases being in employment at the same time. 
Most of the students outside the ordinary school and university system and some of 
those within it were following vocational training and of the total expenditure, 16% 
was attributed to this. Public expenditure does not, of course, cover all financing of 
vocational training; an important contribution is made by enterprises, particularly in 
Germany. It must also be remembered that the education systems in the Member States 
differ considerably in detail and what is considered to be vocational training is not 
yet fully harmonised between countries. 
In the tables that follow, the principal aggregates are given in monetary units and 
analyses by percentages so that the reader can calculate for himself the expenditure 
on individual items. Comparisons between countries should preferably be made in Pur-
chasing Power Standards which reflect approximately the different purchasing values of 
monies (See explanatory notes). 
The year 1978 is the first for which the complicated task of collecting such com-
prehensive statistics of public expenditure on education and training in the 9 Member 
States has been possible. EUROSTAT intends to collect and publish similar figures an-
nually and hopes to do so with less delay in future. 
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12,4 84,1* 15,9* 
3. TOTAL EXPENDITURE BY LEVEL AND TYPE OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
A. WITHIN THE ORDINARY SCHOOL 
AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
re­school level 
Gt level 
2nd level : 1st s tage 




Not itemized ( l ) 
Total 
­ of which: vocat ional 
t r a i n i n g 
B. OUTSIDE THE ORDINARY SCHOOL 
AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
General education 
I n i t a l vocat ional t r a i n i n g 
: apprent ices 
1 other 
! Total 
Adult vocat ional t r a i n i n g 
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3 8 , 6 
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9 , 2 
9 3 , 0 
2 1 , 2 
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7 , 2 
1 8 , 5 
2 6 , 8 
1 6 , 4 
4 3 , 1 
17 ,2 
4 , 5 
5 ,5 
9 6 , 1 
2 , 2 
0 , 0 
0 , 1 
0 , 4 
0 , 5 
0 , 0 
3 , 3 
3 , 4 
3 , 9 
































































' 2 6 , 8 * 
) 
4 2 , 8 * 
1 5 ; 0 
3 , 6 
5 , 9 
9 4 , 1 
10,6» 
0 , 5 
1 ,2 
4 , 2 
5 , 9 
4· TOTAL EXPENDITURE BY NATURE 
Teaching and adminis t ra t ion 
- of which 1 cap i t a l expenditure 
Transfers to households 
Supplementary expenditure of a 





8 5 , 5 
7 ,9 
6 , 0 









9 7 , 6 


















9 0 , 1 
9 , 0 
5,0 
Ί , η 
5. TOTAL EXPENDITURE BY SPENDING DEPARTMENT 
Ministry of Education 





6 5 , 6 
1 4 , 0 







8 7 , 5 














6. TOTAL EXPENDITURE PER HEAD OF POPULATION AGED 5-64 YEARS 
In na t iona l currency (un i t s ) 
In ECU 






























Total General Government 
expenditure 
Gross Domestic Product 
7 . EXPENDITURE ON 
10 ,6 
4 ,8 5 , 2 
EDUCATION 
9 ,9 
4 , 7 
AND TRAINING AS A PERCENTAGE OF CERTAIN 
1 3 , 7 






5 , 4 
(1) Includes General Administration 




























8. EXPENDITURE (including capital expenditure) ON TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATION 
In national currency 
In Mio ECU 































EXPENDI TURE ON TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATION BY LEVEL AND TYPE OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
A. WITHIN THE ORDINARY SCHOOL 
AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
Pre-school level 
1st level 
2nd level : 1st stage 




Not itemized (l) 
Total 
— of which: vocational 
training 
B. OUTSIDE THE ORDINARY SCHOOL 
AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
General education 
Initial vocational training 
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44 ,8 * 




1 L , 7 * 
0 , 5 
] , ? 
2 ,4 
4, 1 
10. TRANSFERS TO HOUSEHOLDS AND SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURE OF A SOCIAL NATURE 
In national currency 
In Mio ECU 
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OUTSIDE THE ORDINARY SCHOOL 
AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
General education 
Initial vocational training 
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12, EXPENDITURE OUTSIDE THE ORDINARY SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM PER HEAD OF POPULATION AGED I5 - 64 YEARS 
13 ■ EXPENDITURE WITHIN THE ORDINARY SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEM PER HEAD OF POPULATION AGED 5 - 2 4 YEARS 
(1) Include s General Administration 
In national currency 'unitsj 
In ECU 
In Purchasing Power standards 






























In national currency (units) 
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The European Currency Unit (ECU) and Purchasing Power Standards are means by which 
national currencies may be converted to a common unit. The ECU is a 'basket' of 
currencies and conversions depend on monetary exchange rates. Because the purchas-
ing value of one national currency relative to another is not necessarily reflected 
by the exchange rate, the concept of a Purchasing Power Standard (PPS) has been 
introduced. When national currencies are converted to PPS the figures indicate 
approximately corresponding purchasing powers. The parities used in this bulletin 
are based on 'final domestic uses'; for a more complete description see "Comparison 
in real values of the aggregates of ESA-1975": EUROSTAT, 1977. 
The ordinary school and university system covers children from whatever age they 
start school up to the minimum legal leaving age and beyond it for those who remain 
at school then may or may not continue in higher education. Attendance is for the 
most part full-time and continuous, but there are exceptions. 
Pre-school level covers education prior to the beginning of compulsory schooling; 
first level covers elementary education, generally lasting about five years; second 
level, first stage comprises approximately the next three years and is compulsory; 
second level, second stage lasts for about three years in the majority of cases and 
leads up to the standard required for entry into higher education (depending on the 
country, it may begin when compulsory schooling ends or the initial part may still 
be compulsory); third level comprises universities and all other forms of higher 
education. For the correspondence between these levels and national types of insti-
tution see "Education and Training 1970/71-1977/78": EUROSTAT 1980. 
Special education is mainly for physically or mentally handicapped children. 
Initial vocational training is for those who have not yet started a regular job, 
including apprentices. 
Adult vocational training is for those who are in or have had a regular job, whether 
or not they received initial vocational training. 
Retraining is for a fundamental change of occupation from the present or past job. 
Transfers to households cover scholarships, loans and other direct assistance. 
Supplementary expenditure of a social nature covers school transport, medical ser-
vices, meals and accomodation, etc. 
Expenditure is in principle net of personal or parental contributions. 
Symbols: - zero 
0,0 less than 0,05 
: not available 
* partially estimated by EUROSTAT 
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